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A 


FAST SERMON. 


ISAIAH xxvi. 9. 


WHEN THY FUDGMENTS ARE IN THE EARTH, THE INHABITANTS 


OF THE WORLD WILL LEARN RIGHTEOUSNESSs 


ps W HEN nations or individuals are brought 
into difficulty and danger, it is to be expected that 
they will give a ſerious attention to their fituation and 


their duty. If diſtreſs and fear prove ineffectual to 


lead them into right views and conduct, there is 


great reaſon to conſider their reformation hopeleſs. 


To no purpoſe will any be addreſſed by the ſoft 


voice of mercy, who remain deaf to the {tern calls of 


judgment. The ſacred Scriptures ſeem to repreſent 


_ adverſity as the laſt method of awakening the ſecure 


* 


and reclaiming the wicked, which the divine plan of 
a moral government allows to be uſed with mankind. 

Trart we may comply with the deſign. of the Su- 
preme Diſpoſer in the infliction of evils, we have 
been exhorted by our national Head to aſſemble 
this day, and with one heart and voice to offer that 
tribute of acknowledgment and ſupplication to Al- 
mighty God, which is at all times a duty, and eſpeci- 


ally © in ſeaſons of difficulty and danger; when ex- 


iſting or threatening calamities, the juſt judgments 
of God againſt prevalent iniquity, area loud call to 
repentance and reformation.” It will comport with the 


objects of this ſolemnity, and the ſenſe of the text. 
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I. To ſhow in what conſiſts the right improve- 


ment of publick evils and dangers, and 
II. To apply the ſubject to the preſent circumſtan- 
ces of the world; and eſpecially of our country. 
I. Lxr us ſhow in what conſiſts the right improve- 
ment of publick evils and dangers. of SY 
1. ExISTIN and threatened evils in our own ſit- 
uation or in that of mankind in general, ought to be 
viewed in connection with the wiſe and benevolent 
Providence of God. We do not live in a fatherleſs, 
unprotected world. Verily there is a God, who 


judgeth in the earth. He preſerveth man and beaſt, 


and he doeih his will in the armies of heaven and 
among the inhabitants of the earth. Is there evil in 
the city and the Lord hath not done it ? Every good 
gift cometh down from above.” The doctrine of a 
Providence is inferred from the perfections of the 
Creator and the frame and events of the world; and 
is clearly taught in revelation. That the Author of 
the world js able to govern it is no leſs evident than 
that he exiſts; for every thing poſſible muſt come 
within the reach of that power, which produced this 


ſtupendous ſyſtem; and he muſt know all the parts, 


tendencies, and operations of his own work. That 
he is willing to govern it, we muſt deduce from his 
wiſdom and goodneſs; which oblige us to believe 
that he made the world for an end, and that this, end 


is the greateſt poſſible good. Without the unremitting 


influence of the Deity, matter could have no motion; 
mind no energy ; and the natural and moral world 
muſt drop into nothing. Without a ſuperior contro], 
parts ſo various. elements fo diſcordant, tendencies ſo 
oppoſite, as exiſt in nature would never confpire to 


an end. When we ſurvey the ſtructure and events of 


the world. in innumerable inftances, their parts and 
uſes lie beyond our comprehenſion. But this cir- 
cumſtance ſhould have no effect to ſhake our belief 
in a Providence, ſince it neceſſarily ariſes from the 


perfection of the Creator and his work, Could 45 
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5 
be infinite, and yet be comprehenſible by finite capa- 
cities? Could his plan be adapted to the immeaſur- 
able whole, and yet be underſtood by the tenants of 
a little ſpot, whole keeneſt reſearches give them but a 
ſhort inſight into themſelves and their narrow habita- 
tion, and who know nothing of the myriads of diſtant 
worlds ? But although, from our confined fituation 
and limited powers, and from the progreſſive ſtate in 


% 


which all things appear, being deſtined to reach a 


oint of perfection, ſtill remote, we are unable to 
judge of the whole ſcheme; yet we ſee enough of wiſe 


and beneficent deſign and tendency in the ſubordi- 


nate parts, to eſtabliſh our belief and truſt in a divine, 


perfect, and benevolent ſuperintendance. The parts 


are adapted to each other, and the prevailing tenden- 
cy of every arrangement, which we underſtand, is to 
good. All living creatures are qualified for a kind and 
degree of enjoyment, ſuited to their natures and the 
ſtations they occupy in the order of being. Evil ap- 
pears in many inſtances to be productive of good; 
virtue to be generally, though not invariably connect- 
ed with preſent happineſs; vice, with preſent miſe- 
ry. The evidence of the government of God, ob- 
tained by reaſon and obſervation, is elucidated and 
confirmed by revelation. From the hiſtory it con- 
tains of his treatment of particular nations, ſerving as 
a ſpecimen of his general adminiſtration, from its 
uniform declarations, from the affecting pledge of the 
divine benignity exhibited in the ſcheme of redemp- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt, we may gain an unſhaken con- 
viction of the wifdom and rectitude of the Author of 
the world; a firm and joy ful belief that all events in 


the whole extent of his dominions are under his direc- 


tion; that the greateſt good is deſigned and effected 


by the preſent order of things; and that no injuſtice 


is done to a ſingle member of his family. Let us ac- 
knowledge then, that all evils, whether ariſing from 
mechanical cauſes or from human paſſions are the 
Judgments of God; events permitted or oidered by him 
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to anſwer great and benevolent purpoſes; and not 
think that to be fate, which is divine determination, 
that to be chance, which is divine contrivance. Are 


we perplexed to reconcile the government of God 


with the freedom of man? We may expect perplex- 
ity and diſappointment in attempting to ſolve queſ- 
tions on ſubjects beyond the reach of our faculties. 
Let us not doubt or deny theſe truths, becauſe unable 
to explain the manner of their exiſtence. Sufficient 
is it for our ſatisfaction in theſe points, that we are 


aſſured by God himſelf in the bright revelation of his 
will, that whilſt dependent, we are free ; whilſt we 


can chuſe and refuſe, God controls all events and 
even the thoughts and actions of men; whilſt our 


{ins deſerve puniſhment, they are made to accompliſh 


the plan of Providence. Hence, ö 


2. To make this divine Providence in the evils ſuf- 


fered or feared, the object of ſubmiſſion and confi- 
dence, is no leſs a duty, than to acknowledge it. Let 
not troubles and dangers excite diſcontent, or deſpair. 
Imperfect and diſorderly as the ſyſtem may appear 
in its detached parts and events, we know it to be a 
regular and perfect whqle. No wrong is done to 
any being ; and all things conſpire for the ultimate 
good of thoſe, who are not wanting to themſelves. 
A ſenſe of fin and unworthineſs ought to repreſs eve- 
ry murmuring thought. However ſevere may be the 
chaſtiſing rod, who can ſay that their puniſhment is 
equal to their ill deſert ? Hence it may be obſerved, 
3. Ax afflitive and hazardous ſituation” ſhould 
be conſidered as a loud call to repentance. It is the 
deſign and the tendency of afflictions to take away 
fin. In the glare of proſperity and the ſecurity of 
eaſe, men are prone to forget their Maker and be in- 
ſenſible to their guilt. But to be impious and impeni- 
tent in adverſity, is peculiar only to incorrigible de- 
pravity. For then we feel our weakneſs and depen- 
dence; we awake to our true ſituation; the under- 


ſtanding enlightened, ſees things as they are ; the 
| heart, 
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heart, ſoftened, is alive to penitential ſorrow. True 
repentance includes reformation and virtuous prac- 
tice. | | 

4. TükRETORE, evils and dangers, rightly con- 


fidered, ſerve to teach and enforce our whole duty ; 
and eſpecially thoſe parts of it, to which recent experi- 


ence or the exigencies of the times, give a peculiar im- 


portance and obligation. So natural is this effect of 
divine judgments, that the prophet repreſents it as 
certain. He affirms that men will learn righteouſ- 
neſs from ſeaſons of affliction, becauſe, unleſs loſt to 


reflection, they will then be led to think of God as a 


moral governor, and of adverſity as deſigned for their 


trial and improvement; will be ſenſible that their 


chief good is to be ſought, where only the Creator 
has placed it, in wiſdom and virtue, and not in thoſe 
worldly gains, pleaſures and honors, in which we are 
liable to diſappoinment in purſuit, diſſatisfaction in 
enjoyment and uncertainty in poſſeſſion. The par- 
ticular branches of duty inculcated by paſt or preſ- 
ent exigencies, have a peculiar claim to be confider- 
ed and practiſed. If the evils a people ſuffer or 


dread have proceeded in a greater or leſs degree from 


irreligion, they are taught to lay an increaſed ſtreſs 
on religion; from party, they ſhould learn union; 
from foreign influence, they ſhould learn to watch 


and oppole the contagion ; from undue partiality to 


any other government, they ſhould learn to cultivate 
ſtronger national feelings. Are their difficulties in 
any meaſure the conſequence of a deceitful ſenſe of 
ſecurity, or an exceſſive reluctance to give up a leſs 
good for a greater ? they are warned to be ever awake 
to their dangers ; and are taught to realize that great 
bleſſings of a perſonal or publick nature, are not al- 
lowed by the condition of the world, to be acquired 
or retained without proportioned ſacrifices. 

Having attempted briefly to ſhow in what conſiſts 
the right uſe of publick evils and dangers, we ſhall 
proceed, - | | 
II. To 
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II. To apply the ſubject to the preſent circum- g 


ſtances of the world, and of our country. 
None can doubt that the judgments of God are 
now in the earth. Perhaps no period in the hiſtory 


of the European world was ever more diſaſtrous and 


alarming. A revolution in a great nation, which 
ſeemed to begin in good principles; and not only 
to open a fair proſpect of liberty and happineſs to 
itſelf, but to be the æra of a glorious reformation 


of civil and eccleſiaſtical abuſes in other coun- 


tries; which therefore was watched by Americans 
with a partial admiration and a warm intereſt, has 
proved in its progreſs, a tremendous ſcourge to that 
nation and to a great part of the civilized world. It 
doaſts of being regenerated, becauſe it has exchanged 
abuſes, which had ſome limits fixed by law and cuſ- 
tom, for thoſe which have no bounds ; the vices and 
follies of ſuperſtition, mixed with ſome true religion 


for the wild theories of infidelity or the madneſs of 


Atheiſm ; the comparatively mild tyranny of kings 
and nobles for the ferocious and unreſtricted tyranny 
of democracy. The ſpirit of proſelytiſm and the 
luſt of domination have marked the conduct of its 
ſucceſſive governments to other nations. F aithful to 
their promiſe early made, to be a“ Committee of in- 
ſurrection for the world,” and diſregarding their ſub- 
ſequent explanation of this promiſe, which difavow- 
ed any intention of interfering with the internal gov- 
ernment of other countries, or aſpiring after conquelt ; 
they have not ceaſed to attempt, by the propagation 
of diſorganizing principles, the arts of diplomacy and 
the power of armies, to mould to their ſtandard the 
opinions and governments, and to ſubject to their 
power, the will and ſtrength of all the nations within 
the reach of their ambition or influence. Under the 
impoſing pretence of giving liberty and protection, 
they have covered with armies, drained by contribu- 
tions and deſolated by pillage ſome of the molt 


wealthy and flouriſhing countries of — 


: 
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phyſical ſtrength of this populous and corrupt na- 
tion is now at the diſpoſal of men, diſtinguiſhed by 
an ambition, that knows no bounds ; a profligacy, 


capable of any injuſtice or cruelty ; a boldneſs ef de- 


ſign, equal to projets, the moſt extravagant; a 
temerity of execution, that ſhrinks from no means. 
With ſuch a ſpirit reigning, with luch ſcenes acting in 
a nation, and a part of the world more or leſs con- 
nected with us, by treaties and by commercial in- 
tercourſe, and to whoſe views of intereft or ambi- 


tion we muſt be of ſome conſequence, was it ev- 


er reaſonable to expect that we ſhould remain un- 
affected, uninjured ? What ſhould ſave us from a 


portion of that vial of wrath, which is poured out 
upon the earth and the fea? With whatever up- 


rightneſs our foreign relations have been conduct- 


ed, yet we are not, as a people, ſo innocent, that 


we could look for an extraordinary interpoſition to 


. over-rule natural cauſes in our favor; to ſtay the 
ambition and rapacity of others, to heal diviſions a- 


mong ourſelves ! It is a diſtinguiſhed lot, to have ſo 
long eſcaped taking our part in the tragedy of the 


old world, by means of our remote ſituation, and of 


rulers to adopt, and the ſmiles of heaven to ſucceed 
in ſome degree a neutral policy. Is it not cauſe of 


wonder and gratitude, that, notwithſtanding diviſion 


at home, and injury and inſult abroad, notwithſtand- 


ing an oppoſition, continually enfeebling the arm of 


government, notwithſtanding in many of our citizens 
a partial admiration of one nation and an inveterate 


prejudice and animoſity againſt another, notwith- ———___ 
ſtanding all the influence of foreign diplomatic {kill 
and means, this pacific ſyſtem has been ſo far main- 


tained, without any deviation from Juſtice, and we 
truſt without any abſolute degradation of honor; and 
our commerce, expoſed to almoſt unceaſing depreda- 
tion, has ſtill poured wealth and proſperity into the 
lap of our country. But we have reaſon to fear that 
neither juſtice, nor honor, nor intereſt will permit 
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10 
us longer to purſue the plan of non- reſiſtance and 
conceſſion. Accuſations the moſt unfounded, de- 
mands the moſt unreaſonable, and indignities the moſt 
provoking, could not diſcourage our government from 
conforming to its own pacific principles, and to the 
defire of amity with all nations and eſpecially with 
the Republic' in our alliance, rooted in the hearts 
of this people, by perſiſting in its endeavours to ſet- 
tle all real or pretended differences by negociation. 
It has been fondly anticipated, as the fruit of theſe 
endeavours, that this Republic wouldnot perſevere in 
claiming the right, or feeling the diſpoſition to at- 
tack the perſons and property of our citizens; be- 
cauſe we were cuſtomers to her enemies, becauſe we 
undertook to adjuſt our diſputes, and ſettle our in- 
tercourſe with them, as though we were an indepen- 
dent nation, unmindful of her wiſhes and claims to 
intercere in the tranfattion ; becauſe we declined giv- 
ing her that aſcendancy in our councils which ſhe 
might think belonged to her ; becauſe we refuſed to 
Her the ſole right of conſtructing for herſelf the com- 
pacts between the two nations; and were unwilling 
to be ſubſervient to her will, and mingle our deſtinies 
with the extravagancies, crimes and dangers of her 
revolutionary fituation. But in vain has remonſtrance 
been extended to ſupplication, and condeſcenſion 
to humility. By refuſing even to hear us, ſhe denies 
us the rights, not only of an ally and a friend, but of 
a ſovereign ſtate ; and by the terms ſhe indirectly of- 
fers, which ſhe pretends not to enforce by reaſon, but 
power, we learn that we have only to chuſe whether 
we will be tributary to her ina large ſum now and 
in a promiſe of further aid, when in our power, of 
which power fhe will be the judge; or ſubmit to 
her ruinous aggreſſions; or make vigorous prepara- 
tions and endeavours for defence. To be obliged to 
make aneleCtion of either meaſure, is ground for ſome 
concern, leſt poſſibly it ſhould not be ſuch an one 
as is worthy of us; but if appearances in the great 
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body of our citizens, and in our national council, re- 
move apprehenſion, on this head, and indicate a ge- 
neral opinion, that though to chuſe meaſures of de- 
fence is unhappy, yet to chuſe ſubmiſſion is fatal; 
ſtill is our fitnation * hazardous and afflictive.“ 
To provide for the protection of our extenſive com- 
merce, and ſecurity of our coaſts and ſea ports, muſt 
ſubject the country to no inconſiderable expence; and 
after all that can be done, great interruptions of our 
trade will be inevitable, unleſs the ſyſtem of depreda- 
tion ſhall be diſcontinued. Should the preſent breach 
be widened into complete hoſtility, we muſt look for 
a ſevere trial of the patriotiſm and fortitude of our 
citizens and of the efficiency of our government in the 
expences and ſufferings inſeparable from war ;.tho' the 
iſſue of the conteſt ſhould be as favourable, as our uni- 
tedand perſevering efforts attended with the ſmiles of 


heaven, can encourage us to hope, and we ſhould 
never be compelled to bend to the yoke of any nation 


on earth. | 

Of this ſerious nature are the judgments of God 
abroad in the earth, and inflicted or impending upon 
our country, Let us hear the voice they utter : let 
us learn the leſſons they teach. In the evils that 
preſs, in the dangers that thicken upon the world and 
our country, let divine Providence be acknowledged, 
adored and truſted. This Providence, we are aſſur- 


ed, converts deſtructive events into means of good; 


and, as it employs lightning and inundation to puri- 
fy the air and fertilize the earth; ſo it uſes atheiſm, 
infidelity, ambition and immorality, for the juſt 
puniſhment or the ſalutary diſcipline of nations. We 
lee the wiſdom and juſtice of the moral Governor of 
the world- in the invariable tendency of error and 
corruption to produce calamity, and of calamity to 
reform thoſe who are capable of reformation ; and to 
deſtroy the incorrigible. Whether the miſeries now 
let looſe upon the nations of the old world, ſhall in 
ſome or all inſtances operate as a remedial proceſs, 


and after deluging them for a ſeaſon be ſucceeded by 
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the reign of religion, rational liberty and morals, or 
whether they ſhall reduce them back to ignorance 


and barbariſm, the melancholy wreck of what they 


once were, human ſagacity is incompetent ta deter- 


mine. 


Whatever may be the iſſue of theſe calamitous e- 
vents, they have an evident relation to moral charac- 
ter. The nation in Europe, which has chiefly ming- 
led the bitter cup, now given to many of the inhab- 


itants of the world, has drank of it herſelf in ſome pro- 


portion to that licentiouſneſs of principles and man- 
ners, which pervaded the ſeveral claſſes and inſtitu- 
tions of ſociety, before the revolution; and which this 
event has increaſed ſo as to exhibit an unparelleled 
hiſtory of crimes. Though ſplendid by her victories 
and conqueſts, her internal ſituation contains the ſour- 
ces of further calamities,which render it morally certain 
that the meaſure of her puniſhment is not full. In 
thoſe countries, which ſhe has been permitted to af- 


flict and ſcourge, abuſes in civil and religious inſti- 


tutions; and corruption of morals had taken deep 


root. It is a ſignal Providence, that the church of 


Rome ſhould find her moſt formidable enemy in her 


moſt devoted children; that the power which firſt e- 
rected, ſhould be the chief agent to attack the papal 


throne; and that thus the contemners of chriſtianity 


ſhould undeſignedly confirm its truth, and probably 


aid its prevalence by accompliſhing its prophecies and 


deſtroying the ſource of its moſt ſhocking corruptions 
and abuſes. From the ſituation of other nations, let 
us turn to our own, and we ſhall ſee the juſtice, as 
well as wiſdom of God in the evils we ſuffer or fear. 
We need correction; and deſerve puniſhment. For 
a people ſo young, enjoying ſo many advantages and 
preſſed by ſo many motives to be virtuous, we have 
made no inconſiderable progreſs in vice. Beſide the 
perſonal depravity of each, there are vices which 
mark our charaRer as a nation. We are more or leſs 
chargeable with infidelity, impiety, profaneneſs, and 
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a difregard of the divine word and inſtitutions. We 
muſt acknowledge the diſſoluteneſs of manners, the 


unbounded paſſion for wealth, ſhow and diffipation, 


too conſpicuous among us, the neglett of fairneſs and 


a ſacred regard to contracts in the dealings of indi- 


viduals, and even in ſome tranſactions of public 
bodies, the declenſion of family diſcipline, the viru- 
lent ſpirit of party, the hatred of good government, 


the diſtruſt, the abuſe, and defamation of great and 
good men in public office, which have prevailed to 


the diſhonor, criminality and unhappineſs of our 
country. | | 5 . 

Let us regard our exiſting and threatening ca- 
lamities, as a loud call to repentance. Let us now 
recollect our fins in their number, aggravation, guilt, 
and danger; lament and condemn them, and make 
humble confeſſion of them to God, with reſolutions 


of amendment. | 
To our repentance be joinedour prayers to the Au 

thor of good, to forgive our ſins, to remove preſent 

and avert impending evils, and to guide and animate 


in their duty, the rulers and the people. Prayer in 


trouble is the dictate of nature and the command of 


God; the mean of compoſing and fortifying the mind, 
and an appointed method of obtaining bleſſings. 


Having ſincerely committed our cauſe to God, we 
{hall be better prepared to aſſert it with becoming 


© fortitude and yet with moderation, and to ſupport 
any iſſue of our fortunes with equanimity. 


But preſumptuous is a reliance on prayers, unac- 
companied by ſincere endeavours to know and correct 


the wrong; to know and practice the right. Let us 


anſwer the end of the judgments, with which we are 
viſited, and learn righteouſneſs. © Who are they that 
will harm you if you be followers of that, which is 
good?” Armed with an approving conſcience and 
a truſt in God, we ſhall not fear what our enemies 
threaten or attempt. To this end, let us diligently 


apply to the diſcharge of all the duties, which reſ- 
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pect God, our neighbours, our country and ourſelves. 
Let us eſpecially attend to thoſe duties, the claim of 
which to regard, ariſing from their - own fitneſs 
and obligation, is recommended and enforced by 
the peculiar exigencies of , the times and the coun- 
tr. | * 5573 
1ſt. The diſaſters and perils of the times are calcu- 
lated to exhibit the worth and importance of our holy 
religion, and to excite our zeal to ſtudy, underſtand, 
promote, defend and practiſe it. Men in Europe, 
called philoſophers, have for many years been co-ope- 
rating in order to root out the chriſtian religion; and 
[ ſome in this country have lately ſeemed to befriend 
1 | their deſign. Conſidering chriſtianity in connection 
| with the abuſes which had been heaped upon it, they 
left revelation for the ſuppoſed pure religion of na- 
ture. Meeting difficulties in the religion of nature, 
to the ſolution of which their reaſon was found inſuf- 
ficient, their next ſtep was Atheiſm. Many of theſe 
perſons being at the ſame time viſionary theoriſts in 
government, and irritated with the tyranny of the 
European ſyſtems, were poſſeſſed with the . inſanity 
of revolution” in church and ſtate; determined that 
|| | whether or not men would be governed by reaſon, 
y they ſtill ſhould not be governed by force, and aim- 
ed at the ſubverſion of hierarchy, by plucking from 
the mind all religion. With an apoſtolic zeal they 
multiplied and ſpread books againſt revelation, under 
the name of infamous fanaticiſm, filled with miſ- 
repreſentations, and objections, often confuted, but 
dreſſed by wit and pointed by ſatire ; for it was well 
known that ridicule makes hundreds of infidels, where 
argument makes one; and that it is impoſhble to 
6 refute a ſneer.” This infidelity was ſerved up in 
pamphlets and pocket volumes for the common peo- 
| ple, in hiſtories and encyclopedias for the learned. 
i} "Theſe doctrines, which have turned the world-upfide 
| down, have lately come hither alſo. The writings of 
jb | theſe votaries of reaſon, are kindly circulated among 
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people of all claſſes, to ſhow them that they have been 
hood-wink'd and prieſt-ridden; and that they will 
conſult their happineſs and dignity, by exchanging 
the principles and proſpects of a religion, breathing 
good will to men, and beaming light on the darkneſs 
of the grave, for the dreary viſions and debaſing 
tenets of unbelief. No method is more effectual to 
prepare men for political revolutions, which require 
and produce every kind and degree of crime eſpe- 
cially when their object is the ſubverſion of old and 
corrupt governments. Let men be diveſted of all ſenſe 
of accountableneſs to God, all reverence for an oath, 
all belief in a future ſtate, and they ceaſe to be trou- 
bled with any check from conſcience, and are ripe for 
every enormity. | EY 
All ought to ſuſpect the cauſe of infidelity ; When 
they perceive that its advocates in general are the 
foes of civil order ; that the weapons with which it 
is defended are miſrepreſentation, ridicule, falſe- 
hood and blafphemy ; and that the effect of its tri- 
umph muſt be the diffolution of every moral and ſo- 
clal tie. 55 15 | 

That our faith may not be ſhaken by theſe rude aſ- 
ſaults, we ought to ſtudy the evidences of our holy 
religion, with ſeriouſneſs and candor, remembering 
that objections of a formidable appearance may be 
made to any comprehenſive ſyſtem ; that facts well 
atteſted are before all reaſonings; that the ſmalleſt 
over balance of evidence in favour of chriſtianity, re- 
quires us to make it the rule of faith and practice: 


and that the ſuperſtition or enthuſiaſm of the weakeſt 


or wildeſt devotee is leſs abſurd and contemptible, 
than indifference or levity on the ſubject of religion. 
To detach from our creeds human inventions; and 
conceive of the goſpel in its purity, muſt tend to 
confirm our own belief, and recommend it to the 
thinking part of mankind. Practice ſtrengthens faith. 
To imbibe the ſpirit and obey the laws of the ſyſtem, 
will have a powerful effect to impreſs its truth, and to 
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communicate its conſolations. Every thing intereft- 
ing to us as rational, accountable, and immortal crea- 
tures is involved in this ſubject. If revelation be a 
truth, it is a ſerious truth, and muſt have an all im- 
portant influence upon our condition beyond the 
grave. Where the belief of it is wanting; the irre- 
gular paſſions are releaſed from all commanding re- 
ſtraints, the motives for cultivating permanent excel- 
lencies are withdrawn; affliction is bereft of its con- 
ſolation, and death of its hope. | e 
Religton is the grand ſupport of morality. The 
nation in modern times, where the altar has been o- 
verthrown, affords an awful and experimental proof 
of this pofition; among other inſtances, in a law of 
divorce, tending to weaken all the domeſtic ties and 
poiſon virtue and happineſs in the fountain; and in 
exceſſes and cruelties, over which reaſon weeps and 
humanity ſhudders. To thoſe, who do not believe 
in the moral government of God, there remains no mo- 
tive to refrain from vicious gratification,. but preſent 
intereſt. Hence ariſe the importance and neceſſity 
of religon to civil ſociety. The law of honor forbids 
no vice, that is faſhionable ; the law of the land can- 
not reach to ſecret crimes ; nor to that numerous claſs 
of actions, incapable of being defined. The artful 
can elude, the rich and powerful can defy it. Since 
then, as the creatures of God, the expectants of a fu- 
ture ſtate, and the members of civil ſociety, we have 
ſuch an intereſt in our religion, let us be taught and 
warned by the judgment of God in the earth and 
our land, to ſtudy it with zeal, and to practice 
it with fidelity. Lec every one give it all the 
countenance of his example, by obſerving its in- 
ſtitutions and laws. The unchriſtian lives of its pro- 
feſſed friends do it more injury than the writings of its 
enemies. But its cauſe will not be maintained, un- 
leſs careful attention be paid to the religious educa- 
tion of the young. The impreſſions of youth, form 
the character of manhood. Therefore ſhould we 


— 


| | „ 
teach theſe things diligently to our children, and talk 
of them, when we ſit in the houſe and walk by the 
way, when we riſe up, and when we lie down.” 


Our exiſting and threatning evils inſtruct and warn 


us in ſome of our civil and political duties. 

But on this ſubject the chriſtian miniſter is told by 
ſome of the profeſſed lovers of liberty and the peo- 
ple, that his lips ſhould be ſealed. * What have 
politics ſay they, to do with religion ? Let the preach- 
er tell his hearers of their duty to God, and their 
duty to their neighbours ; but not of their duty to 


their country, or the government, by which that coun- 


try is protected. | 
A reaſon alledged for thus requiring him to diſ- 
courſe to his hearers on what they owe to the parts, 
but not on what they owe to the whole, is, that by in- 
troducing politics into the pulpit, he occaſions ol- 
fence and uneaſineſs, to thoſe, whole political ſenti- 
ments or conduct he condemns, Upon this princi- 
ple, he ought not to preſume to ſay any thing differ- 
ent from the religious more than the political creeds 
of any of his auditors ; nor reprove vices, which any 
of them commit; forit is highly probable that they may 
feel offended and uneaſy at ſuch an oppoſition to their 
Opinions ; {ſtill more at a condemnation of their mo- 
ral conduct. But the faithful preacher will keep 


back nothing he deems profitable ; and ſpeak not as 


pleaſing men, but God. | 

- Several conſiderations have weight with the pub- 
lic teachers, eſpecially in this country, to make them 
deem it a right, and in ſome caſes a duty to diſcourſe 


__ occaſionally upon the political fituation and intereſts 


of the country ; and the obligations of rulers and 
people. Theſe things are acknowledged proper ſub- 
jects of prayer. Why are they not equally proper 
fubjetts of preaching ? The examples of the ancient 
prophets, of the author of our religion and of the 
apoſtles carry an injunction to this practice. The a- 
poſtle Peter . a claſs of men, whoſe char- 
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acter is, that © they deſpiſe government, are preſump- 
tuous, ſelf-willed, not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities, 
and while they promiſe liberty, are themſelves the 
ſervants of corruption.“ Religion extends its author- 
ity to our las towards our country and govern- 
ment, not leſs than towards our parents, children, or 
neighbours. We may be honeſt or diſhoneſt, faith- 
ful or unfaithful in our relatians to the ſtate, as well 
as to private connections. Political duties are there- 
fore moral duties. What is politically right is moral- 
Iy right, what is politically wrong, is morally wrong. 
Chriſtian miniſters and thoſe with whom they are 
nearly connected have rights of perſons, liberty and 
lometimes property, which the fate of the government 
and country may deeply affect. From love to them- 
ſelves and families, as well as from patriotiſm, they 
are led to vindicate that adminiſtration of national af- 


fairs, which they deem connected with public ſecuri- 


ty and happineſs ; and they do not calculate upon 
being refuſed that liberty of ſpeech, eſtabliſhed by 
our conſtitutins, and eagerly claimed, uſed and gloried 
in by other citizens. | : 8 
The Clergy of this country are led to exprels their 
ſentiments on her political ſituation, not only by con- 
Adering it as a right and a duty, but alſo by the force 


of habit. Till within a few years it has been gene- 
rally repreſented as a merit in the Clergy to intereſt 


themſelves in their country's cauſe; it has been inſiſt-, 
ed particularly, by ſome of the warmeſt leaders in 
our late revolution, that this order of men ought 
to throw their weight into the political ſcale; and are 
under a moral and religious, as well as civil obligation 
to warn. the people of the dangers, which theat- 
en their liberty and happineſs. This way of MENS 


was fo prevalent, and it was ſuch a favorite objec 


with the patriots of the time, to have the Clergy en- 
gaged to maintain the principles of the revolution, 
that the Provincial Congreſs in the year 1774, ad- 
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Dr. Belknap's ſermon before the Convention of the Clergy, 1796. 
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dreſſed a circular letter to the miniſters of the golpel, | 


commending their concern for the temporal as well 
as ſpiritual happineſs of this people; their exertions 
as well in the cauſe of their country as of religion ; 
and exhorting them to aſſiſt in averting the political 
evils, with which ſhe was menaced.* Is it extraordina- 
ry that theſe men ſhould continue a practice, ſo long 
conſidered laudable, and not immediately ſee their 
error, even if they have committed one? Are they 
not excuſable, if in a ſituation of our foreign relations 
ſo ſimilar, in the maxims to be aſſerted and the evils 
to be reſiſted, to that, in which they were encouraged 
to cry aloud and ſpare not againſt rapacious demands 
and arbitrary encroachments, they do not expect to 
give offence to the friends of liberty and order, by 
ſhewing a decent zeal in the cauſe of their country? 
On the ſuppoſition that our preaching on ſubjects of 


this nature were blameable,the blame comes with an ill 


grace from its former advocates ; and juſtifies an opin- 


ion that we ſhould hear nothing of the charge of go- 
ing out of our ſphere, being tools of a party and con- 
travening the ſpirit of our office, if we could bring 
. ourſelves to deſerve it, by delivering other ſenti- 
ments than our own. 5 
Among the duties belonging to us, as the people 
of a common country, and enforced by the exigen- 
ces of the times, none is more important than union. 
The ſpirit of party, which is the conſequence of free- 
dom, and which under proper control might do good, 
is ever tending to a ruinous exceſs. Since it embitters 


Provincial Congreſs, Dec. 6, 1774. It was reſolved that the following let- 
ter be addreſſed to the ſeveral miniſters of the goſpel throughout this province. 

Rev. Sir, We cannot but acknowledge the goodneſs of heaven in conſtant- 
ly ſupplying us with Miniſters of the goſpel, whoſe concern has been the tem- 
poral and ſpiritual happineſs of this people. In a day like this, when all the 
friends of civil and religious freedom are exerting themſelves to deliver this 
country from its preſent calamities, we cannot but place great hopes in an or- 
der of men, who have ever diſtinguiſhed themſelves in their country's cauſe, 
and do therefore recommend to the miniſters of the goſpel in the ſeveral towns 
and other places in this colony, that they afliſt in avoiding that dreadful flave- 
Ty, vith which we are threatened, | 
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private intercourſe and even diſcourages good neigh- 
bourhood, ſince it impedes the operations of govern- 
ment and invites foreign interference, it ought al- 
ways to be ſuppreſſed and reſiſted. Our preſent ſi- 


tuation reads a ſolemn leſſon upon its folly and dan- 


ger. Had not appearances among us encouraged, 
the foreign power, with which we are at variance to 
calculate upon our diſunion, we have reaſon to think 
her policy, would have deterred, her from the extre- 
mity of injury and impoſition, to which ſhe has pro- 
ceeded. Union is now inculcated by a ſenſe of com- 
mon danger. When our eſſential rights are invaded; 
it is no time to diſpute ; all party ſhould be loſt in 

ublic ſpirit. It is a ſtrong motive to agreement, that 
it will diſappoint the expectations of thoſe, who have 
relied on our diviſions to aid their ambitious and ra- 
pacious views, and thus induce them to be reconciled 
on equitable terms, unleſs they wiſh to come to an o- 


pen rupfure. All reaſonable pretences for any great 


diverſity of opinion on the preſent ſtate of our dil- 
pute with the French Republic are removed, by a 
complete diſcloſure of the ambition and profligacy of 
her government; and-a clear exhibition of the wiſdom, 
moderation and integrity of our own, The maſk 1s 
dropped off and all can now ſee what we are to make 
of thole flattering pretences, bold aſſertions, and per- 
emptory claims, which ſhe has ſo ſucceſsfully played 
off upon the miſinformation, the credulity, and the 
miſtaken gratityde of Americans. It will be no ſmall 
alleviation of the mortification and injury of her ill- 
treatment, if it heal our diviſions, and if it cure us 
of that dangerous malady, foreign partiality. Aſter what 
has happened, it is believed that the greateſt part of thoſe 


| who have advocated her claims in oppoſition to the 


government of their country, will think, that the hon- 
or of their heads and hearts requires them not to perſiſt 
in her vindication ; and that every one will be ready. 
to embrace the adverſary of his opinions. 


21 


Let us manifeſt our union, and practiſe another 
leſſon which the exigencies of our times and country 
ſeriouſly inculcate by a hearty approbation and ſup- 
port of our government. Let us ſubmit to all the laws 
without diſtinction; ſenſible that our obligation to o- 
bedience is not affected by the queſtion, whether in par- 
ular inſtances, they be good or bad. Let us confide 
in the men, to whom are committed the affairs of gov- 
ernment; fince in general they have better means and 
not weaker motives to do right than the people at 
large. Do any perſons ever profeſs love to the con- 
ſtitution, and yet revile all the leading meaſures of its 
adminiſtration? do they attempt to introduce altera- 
tions into the form, eſſentially changing the diſtribu- 
tion of its powers, or upon the failure of this ſcheme, 
foment a jealouſy between co-ordinate powers, ex- 
citing one branch to uſurp upon another? They ſhould 
be watched and oppoſed. Thehatred of the govern- 
ment will be aſſociated with the hatred of its meaſures. 
Have we tried ſo full an experiment upon our conſti- 
tution, as to ſee reaſon for making radical changes: 
or putting any important parts of its ſtructure to haz- 
ard, in this period of diſorganization and ferment ? . 
The rigid preſervation of the reſpective powers of the 
conſtitution in the ſeveral departments is the preſer- 
vation of the fences, which its framers builded around 
the libetries of the people. May we never again give 
a ſhadow of pretence, to a foreign power, for the inſo- 
lent and mortifying aſſertion, that ſhe has a party in 
this country, more devoted to her than to its own gov- 
ernment ; a party which ſhe has {kill and means to 
manage at her will. Such parties, ſuch {kill and means 
in their own boſom have given into her hands thoſe 
countries, which ſhe has either annexed to herſelf, or 
reduced to more than colonial dependence, or ſold in 
her treaties of peace. It is firmly believed ſhe will 
be convinced that ſhe has miſtaken the ſentiments and 
character of this people; and will find a very inſig- 
nificant number,who will heſitate, when called, to chuſe 
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between ſubſerviency to her will and dependence on 
her fortunes and the honor and ſafety of t heir country. 
The declarations of the people and the meaſures of 


the government are proclaiming to her and to the 


world, that however deſirous of eſcaping a conteſt, 
we are not prepared to ſurrender the right of govern- 
ing ourſelves without a“ manly ſtruggle.“ 

Some of us have heretofore indulged the dream, that 
this country might enjoy a perpetual peace. But it was 
always reaſonable to expect that the common wars of 
Europe would expoſe us to the injuſtice and violence 
of the belligerent nations; and that to redreſs and pre- 
vent injuries, the failure of negociation would requie 
the applicaton of force. It is one of the divine judg- 
ments upon mankind, that nations, chriſtian and ci- 
vilized, are commonly diſpoſed to appeal to arms for 
ſettling diſputes, which ought to be compromiſed by 
negociation, or decided by an acknowledged tribunal. 
The impoſſibility of any defenceleſs nation maintain- 


ing its rights, is more apparent than ever, ſince the 


erection of a revolutionary government, whoſe object 
is the empire, whofe means, the pillage of the world. 
Shall this country receive or ſpurn her yoke ? Shall 
it ſubmit to injuries, which it can neither get redreſſ- 
ed nor difcontinued, but on terms equally diſgraceful 
and ruinous; or ſhall it prepare for defence, and make a 
reſolute ftand ? The chriſtian, the patriot, and the po- 
Htician anſwer alike, that no further conceſſion on our 


part remains to be made ; that the ſenſe of our wrongs, 


and the determination to repel them, which are ma- 
nifeſted by the people and the government, are wiſe 
Juſt and noble. Reſiſtance to future aggreſſions is 
due'to our honor, which is as well the intereſt as pride 
of every nation, ſince patience of perſevering con- 


tempt invites injury; and it is due to our intereſt, 
which can never be promoted, by bribing foreign na- 
tions to infelt and plunder us, byſurrendering to them 


the profits of our commerce and emptying our coffers 
into their laps; which repreſents, as abſurd and fool- 


23 
iſh, the project of compounding with inſatiable ava- 
rice and boundleſs ambition; which teaches that ſea - 
ſonable diſburſements, in preparing for war, are more 
promiſing means of peace, than paying a tribute. It 
is due to the rights of nations through the world, 
which are menaced with annihilation, from the coloſ- 
fal tyranny of this Republic; and to the millions, who 
are oppreſſed by the iron hand of her power. It 
is due to thoſe © principles, for which this country 
has contended at every ſacrifice,” to thoſe patriots and 

heroes, whoſe councils, labors, and blood dearly 

purchaſed our independence ; to thoſe reſources for 
defence in our numbers, {kill and courage, in our 
wealth and ſituation, with which we are favored by 
Providence. It is due to the juſtice of our cauſe ; 
and to the reverence and gratitude we owe Almighty | 
God, who hath diſtinguiſhed our lot, by a profufion 
of natural, civil, and religious bleſſings, that we may 
be to the world an example of a nation at once proſper- 
ous, virtuous and free. 

Conſecrating to his ſervice our affections and ac- 
tions, let us commit to his protection our national 
ſafety and happineſs. May he guide our public 

councils and bleſs the labor of our hands. May he 
diſpoſe the contemners of our rights to juſtice and 
peace, avert threatened calamities, or prepare us to 
meet them, and to learn wiſdom by all, which we may 
be called to ſuffer, To himbe glory forever, | 


AMEN. 
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